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 The Bureau of African Affairs, the African Affairs Centre and the Ideological Institute of 
Winneba were central in Nkrumah’s plan to radicalize the civil service and thus, to 
transform Ghana.  
 The bulk of the historiography dealing with Nkrumah was produced shortly after his 
downfall and is sadly deeply biased and desperately in need of revision.  
 As a result of the constant competition between radicals and moderates within the ranks of 
the foreign service and the Pan-African institutions, Nkrumah’s foreign policy was often 
contradictory. 
 The Ghana of Kwame Nkrumah was very discerning, not to say picky, in determining 
which African freedom fighter would be supported. 
 As Ras Makonnen rightly pointed out, the adoption of scientific socialism in Nkrumah’s 
Ghana had to face the resistance of the Ghanaian society, strongly based on small family-
based businesses. 
 “Seek ye first the political kingdom, and all else shall be added unto you” (K. Nkrumah). 
History demonstrates that Nkrumah’s call for African political union prior to economic 
integration was the right choice. 
 The use of religion in conflict as evidenced in contemporary Africa demonstrates yet again 
the urgent need for the further development of a Pan-Africanist philosophy.  
 Although Crawford Young may have theorized that African states had proved more solid 
than the expectations, the birth of South Sudan has opened a new scenario and, potentially, 
it has created a precedent for revisiting the 1963 old OAU principle of the respect of 
African states boundaries. 
 The birth and evolution of Pan-Africanism is only one example of the strong connection 
between the African continent with the rest of the world.  
 The Islamic state is destroying the presence of ancient non-islamic, non-arab and non-
sunni communities as well as the remains of ancient pre-islamic civilizations, just like 
nazis did with Jews, Romanis and Slavs and their cultures. The final target in both cases is 
the removal of the very memory of “others”. 
 The danger for a society based only on the goal of profit earning is to consider the study of 
a subject such as history useless. 
 “Historia vero testis temporum, lux veritatis, vita memoriae, magistra vitae, nuntia 
vetustatis” (Cicero, De Oratore, II, 9, 36).  History is truly the evidence of time, the light of 
truth, the life of memory, the directress of life, the herald of antiquity. 
 The history of Italian nationalism is as strange as a history of African nationalism. 
